ADOPTED – MARCH 24, 2026

AGENDA ITEM NO. 16
Introduced by the Human Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO SUBMIT TO THE ELECTORATE A special millage question for the ReNEWAL AND RESTORATION of funding for the operation of the INGHAM COUNTY POTTER PARK ZOO AND POTTER PARK, including funding for operations, maintenance, and improvements

RESOLUTION #26 – 146

WHEREAS, the Potter Park Zoo and Potter Park in the City of Lansing are regional attractions that draw a large number of visitors to the region, including a large number of Ingham County residents; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners believes continued operation of the Potter Park Zoo and Potter Park in the City of Lansing would be a substantial benefit to Ingham County residents; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners entered into an agreement with the City of Lansing for the lease and the operation of the Potter Park Zoo and Potter Park, conditioned upon voter approval of a county-wide property tax millage for the funding of the Potter Park Zoo and Potter Park as well as the continued millage funding for the Potter Park Zoo and Potter Park; and 

WHEREAS, the voters of Ingham County in 2006, 2010, 2016, and 2020 supported a special tax to fund the operation of the Potter Park Zoo and Potter Park, which includes funding the daily operations, maintenance, and improvements of the Potter Park Zoo and Potter Park; and 
WHEREAS, the current authorized millage of 0.5000 mills, adopted in 2020, which was constitutionally reduced in 2025 to 0.4986 of one (1) mill, expires December 31, 2026; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners seeks to have the voters of Ingham County determine whether or not they desire to raise funds at the same level as approved by the electorate in 2020, an ad valorem property tax levy of 0.5000 mills for a period of six (6) years, 2027 through 2032, inclusive, to continue to support funding for the operational and capital needs of the Potter Park Zoo and Potter Park.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following question be submitted to a vote of the electorate in the primary election to be held on Tuesday, August 4, 2026:

Ingham county potter park zoo and potter park operational millage RENEWAL AND RESTORATION question

For the purpose of providing funding for the operation of the Potter Park Zoo and Potter Park, including funding for operations, maintenance, and improvements, at the same millage level previously  approved by the voters in 2020, shall the Constitutional limitation upon the total amount of taxes which may be assessed in one (1) year upon all property within the County of Ingham, Michigan be renewed at 0.4986 mills, and shall the previously authorized reduced millage of 0.0014 mills be restored, for a return to the previously voted total limitation increase of up to 0.5000 of one (1) mill ($0.50 per thousand dollars of state taxable valuation), for a period of six (6) years, 2027-2032, inclusive? If approved and levied in full, this Millage will raise an estimated $5,119,313 in the first calendar year of the levy, based on state taxable valuation.

YES [
  ]
NO [
  ]
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this question is hereby certified to the County Clerk.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Clerk is hereby directed to place the proposal on the August 4, 2026 primary election ballot and to be prepared and distributed in the manner required by law.
Commissioner Cahill offered the foregoing Resolution, and moved its adoption, and the motion was seconded by Commissioner Morgan, and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:
HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Cahill, Tennis, Trubac, Morgan, Willis, Ruest, Schafer

          Nays:  None   


Absent:  None     
 
Approved 03/16/26
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Morgan, Tennis, Sebolt, Polsdofer, Pratt, Maiville

          Nays:  None     

Absent: None     
 Approved 03/18/26

